
PQPPLETON HISTORIC STUDY 

B-2622 
Block Lot Address 
217 50-4-2 1100-1120 Hollins Street 
Approximate age 

1800-1845 1845-1860 1865-1880 1880-1896 1896-on 
1106-1120 1100-1104 

Rating Architectural Condition 

A Significant-save good fair poor bad 

B Quality-Indiv./groups-save good fair poor bad 

c Important to street/groups good fair poor bad 

D Insignificant/detrimental good fair poor bad 

Notable features: 
Though these buildings have been abused and they are now used 
for warehouses and sundry storage, and the shop fronts of most 
are vacant, they should be rehabilitated. All except number 
1120 have original shop fronts. lMumber 1100 is a handsome and 
substantial building. Number 1108 has beveled glass on its 
shop front. Numbers 1106, 1120 have been formstoned. 

Environmental context: 

Across-street from Market; retention of these buildings is 
important to defining the Market space and creating a proper 
setting for it. Market-related activities should take place 
here t but perhaps more appealing ones could be attracted. 



Tax Record B-2622 

1845 

N side Hol l ins W of Wansbeck: 

S tacke t t , ca rpenter 
One 2-story br ick dwell ing, a t t i c , basement 3700 

Henry Murry 
One 2-story brick dwelling, attic . . . . $700 



B-2622 
1100-1120 Hollins Street (1110-1112 in ruins) 
Sanborn Maps 



B-2622 
1100-1120 Hollins Street 
Block 217 Lots 050-042 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore West Quad. 
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IF NEEDED USE THIS SIDE TO COMPLETE ANSWERS IV HART 7 B-2622 

Description Cont. 

The window openings on the second and third floor feature wood lintels 
and sills. The cornice has been removed. Apparently the building 
had been covered with formstone which has been recenlty removed (Form-
stone remains at the top of the building walls) . The buildings interior 
features a tin ceiling in the front portion of the building. It has 
wood floors and the second story floors are badly sagging. Besides the 
decorative ceiling, little ornamentation remains on the interior of the 
building. 

1108 Hollins Street is a three story, three bay commercial structure 
which features an attractive, bracketed wood cornice and simple store
front which is now boarded. The store front ends in a dentilled cornice 
and has small dentil designs at the doors and transom. Windows are 
one over one with wood sills and lintels. The cornice has jig saw and 
dentilled designs and is perhaps the most attractive feature of the fron 
facade. The interior of the building is devoid of ornamental features 
except for the simple tin ceiling. The second floor stairway divides 
the upper stories into a front and rear section. 

1114 Hollins Street is a two story, three bay wide commercial building 
of stretcher bond brick construction. A large metal grill covers a 
good portion of the storefront which has a recessed entrance flanked 
by two show windows and an entrance to the upper floors on the right. 
The storefront is set into a large wooden frame which ends in a dentille 
cornice. Narrow segmetally arced windows define the second floor. 
The front facade ends in a bracketed wood cornice with jig saw design 
ventillation panels and a thin wooden strip defining the frieze. The 
Cornice is also decorated with an egg and dart motif. The most outstand 
ing feature on the interior is the tin ceiling which has decorative 
panels for the lighting fixtures. A large freezer is located in the 
rear of the first floor. This building is connected to the adjoining 
structure, 1116 Hollins Street by a small opening near the freezer. 

1116 Hollins Street is a two story, two bay wide commercial structure 
which has an extremely high first floor level. A grill identical to 
the one at 11.14 Hollins Street protects the storefront which features 
a central entrance which is flanked by a show window on the right and 
an entrance to the upper floor on the left. The storefront "displays 
a large (now boarded) transom and a simple cornice. Two upper floor 
windows set into segmentally arched opening-punctuate the stretcher 
bond building walls. The windows are surmounted by double header 
brick lintels. The cornice is similar to 1114 Hollins Street but does 
not include the ventillation panels . The interior of the store has 
a corrugated metal ceiling with hanging light fixtures. The long 
stairway to the second level is lit by a skylight and is guarded by a 
wooden railing on the second floor. Most of the balusters are missing 
from the railing. Rooms on the upper floors feature natural wood 
panelled doors and bulls eye corner blocks. Many of the nietal. :j_:J 
door hinges have decorative designs. 

13-15 South Carrollton Avenue is three stories and four bays wide. 
It is actually two row houses which have been combined with a single 
storefront. The store front features a recessed glass and wood door 
entrance surmounted by a transom and flanked by two large show windows. 

(continued) 
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Description Continued Page 2 B-2622 

C e storefront ends in a simple wood cornice. The windows on the upper 
loors have wood sills and lintels which punctuate the common bond brick 

walls. The third floor windows are smaller and define an attic level. 
A sloping roof above a dentilled brick cornice completes the front facade. 
The rear of the builing has a cinder block addition. It backs on a public 
parking lot. On the interior of the building, the first floor has most 
recently been used by a church and upper floor windows are covered. 

17 South Carrollton Avenue is a three story, two bay commercial structure 
constructed of stretcher bond brick. The storefront has been covered with 
metal. A slightly recessed entrance features a metal storm door over a 
wood pannelled.door. Two small window openings are located just left of 
the door. The upper floor windows are one over one with a segmentally 
arched brick lintel and wood sill. The cornice is bracketed with a narrow 
wood strip which defines the freize. It features both egg and dart and 
dentilled designs. The rear of the building which backs on a public parking 
lot also features a rear brick back building and cinder block addition. 
The interior of the store retains little ornamentation. 

19 South Carrollton Avenue is a three story high, two bay wide stretcher 
bond brick structure. The storefront of the building has been greatly 
modified. A small one over one window is set into what was once a large 
show window. Below the 'show window' corrugated metal covers the building 
walls. A recessed wood and glass door surmounted by a transom are located 
on the rightside of the storefront. A large faded sign completes the 
rst floor of the front facade. The second story windows which have 
jod sills and lintels are covered. The third floor attic windows are 
three over three. Ametal rain gutter and sloped roof completes the facade. 
The rear of the building is largely boarded and includes a one story brick 
back building. The interior of the store is still in use for repairing 
furniture it has also been greatly modified. 

21 South Carrollton Avenue is a three story two bay wide commercial structure. 
The storefront is guarded by a metal grill. Behind the grill is an attractive 
store front with a recessed wood and glass door entrance and a large show 
window. Six small one light transoms surmount the show window, while a . 
single large transom is above the entrance door. The storefront ends with 
a metal cornice and circle design on the entablature. The upper floor 
windows are one over one with segmental arch brick lintels and wood sills. 
A bracketed, dentilled wood cornice completes the facade. The rear of 
the building features a small one story back building with a sloping roof. 
The interior of the store has been modified. It features plaster walls 
and a tiled ceiling with flourescent light fixtures. 



Significance Continued B-2622 

OF the city, and the Hollins Market building is the oldest market building 
the city retaining its original state. Hollins Market was built in 1836 

on land donated to the city by George Dunbar. It was rebuilt in 1838 after 
a severe windstorm. It has functioned continuously since that time as a 
place to buy fresh produce in West Baltimore. 

The market building was also used as a public meeting place with its second 
floor known as Hollins Hall. It has housed in different times: the head
quarters of the Maryland Institute, the Boy's Brigade, an armory for the 
Maryland Navy Militia and a City recreation center. 

The market building can not be separated from the surrounding commercial 
structures such as the buildings of the Hollins Market Associates, Limited 
Partnership, because the market once spread out from the market house on 
to the surrounding streets with a number of outdoor stands. The outdoor 
produce stands once spread for three blocks along Hollins Street turning 
this area into one of Baltimore's most important marketplaces which had 
been described as a perpetual street festival. Although the outdoor stalls 
no longer operate and the entire area has declined, the city has begun 
renovating the market at a cost of $1.2 million and is planning improvements 
to the surrounding commercial structures. The innovative shopsteading 
program has also been used to rehabilitate commercial buildings next to 
the market. 

These buildings on Hollins Street and South Carrollton Avenue are located 

r-̂ uosite the market and along the street upon which the market faces, re-
.'Ctively. The buidings generally date from the 1850s and are diverse 

in their architectural styling. ~13-15 and 19 South Carrollton Avenue are 
the oldest buildings. Their sloped roofs and small third story attic levels 
represent a step in the evolution of Baltimore row buildings which was an 
outgrowth of what is generally called 'Federal Style' houses. With demands 
for greater density in a growing urbanized area, the older two and one-half 
story house with dormer window evolved to a small, full third story level. 
In later years, these buildings evolved into a full third story level with 
a flat roof as indicated by 17 and 21 South Carrollton Avenue. In fact the 
older sloped roof buildings may have once stood on the site of these two 
buildings but gave way to these larger buildings as the area urbanized. 
As a group, the buildings on Hollins Street and Carrollton Avenue retain 
many outstanding architectural details including elaborate cornices, original 
roof lines, old storefronts, and tin ceilings. They are important elements 
of the streetscape of the Hollins Marketplace and the renovation of these 
buildings will add to the improvements which are in process for Hollins 
Market. 

Some of the early uses of these buildings include a saloon at 1108 Hollins 
Street as far back as the 1870s. 1116 Hollins Street once housed a boiler-
maker and plumber in the late 1870s, prior to that a farmer is listed at 
the property (He probably was associated with the produce market). Other 
buildings are associated with a gardener and gasfitter. In the early half 
of the twentieth century most of the businesses were closely associated 
w'th the market. The buildings housed a variety of poultry dealers, grocers, 
i ,t markets, coffee and tea companies, and even a pickle manufacturer. 
Clearly, these buildings played an important role in the commercial develop
ment in this area and are architecturally important to the nineteenth cen
tury flavor of the Hollins Market section of the Union Square Historic 
District. 
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